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1. ABOUT THE PRESPA INSTITUTE 

The PRESPA Institute is an independent analytical centre, think-tank, 
based in Skopje, North Macedonia, dedicated to the study, research and analysis 
of international relations and foreign policy, as well as European issues and 
Europeanization. The Institute strives to promote knowledge about the current 
situation in North Macedonia and the Western Balkans, as well as to participate in 
the debate and generation of ideas on these issues at the European level. 

The Institute has a young and dynamic team of highly qualified and 
experienced analysts and a wide network of external collaborators, and also relies 
on the participation of exceptional figures from public life related to international 
relations and foreign policy, as well as European affairs and Europeanization, 
economic and business communities, public administration, and the academic, 
cultural and social sectors. 

The Institute was founded as a citizens' association, by a group of 
convinced Europeans, and its organizational structure strikes a balance between 
public and private interests and encourages and fosters the exchange of ideas in 
an independent environment, providing space for diverse political and social 
views. The highest governing body of the Institute is the Board of Directors, which 
is composed not only of members of the association, but also of other prominent 
public figures from North Macedonia. 

The work of the Institute is carried out through a wide range of 
publications and reports, public events organized as trainings, courses, seminars, 
workshops, round tables, etc. 

The research of the PRESPA Institute is structured into thematic and 
geographical blocks. 

1. NAME 

The name of the PRESPA Institute comes from the Prespa Agreement, i.e. 
the Final Agreement for the Settlement of Differences, as described in United Nations Security Council 
Resolutions 817(1993) and 845(1993), terminating the 1995 Interim Agreement and establishing a 
Strategic Partnership between the Parties 1, signed on 17 June 2018 in the village of 
Psarades, Greece; due to the significance that the agreement has for North 
Macedonia and the policies that the institute will focus on, as well as their impact 
on our country, the Western Balkans and Europe more broadly. 

 
1 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prespa_agreement 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prespa_agreement
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2. VISION 

In-depth research that leads to new ideas for solutions to problems and 
new policies at the local, national and regional levels. 

3. MISSION 

A dynamic group of analysts and researchers conducting in-depth 
research on international and European issues that influence decision-making 
processes and activities and contribute to the Europeanization of North 
Macedonia and the Western Balkans. 

4. AIMS AND MEANS 

The objectives of the PRESPA Institute are: 

▪ To be an independent research center, without a partisan agenda, 
capable of influencing thinking and political action from its local 
reality; 

▪ To be an independent research center, capable of influencing 
thinking and political action through its local reality; 

▪ To be a destination in Skopje, North Macedonia and the Western 
Balkans for people, institutions and companies working in the 
relevant field or who are interested in it and to represent a reference 
point for research, documentation and specialized publications on 
international relations and foreign policy, European affairs and 
Europeanization; 

▪ To be an influential actor in the development of policies and 
international actions of local authorities, the Government of North 
Macedonia and the Western Balkan countries, as well as the European 
Union; 

▪ To be an organization connected at the regional and European level 
- with other leading institutes in the relevant field, as well as through 
its expertise and knowledge to ensure participation in the debate at 
the European level as a relevant source of knowledge and analysis; 

▪ To participate in international actions and to be a center for 
improving knowledge and a source of information on public policies 
that affect ordinary citizens, thus contributing to democracy, security, 
stability, freedom and solidarity throughout the Western Balkans. 

 
PRESPA Institute will achieve its goals through: 

▪ Research, analyze and propose alternative policies and data-based 
solutions in relevant areas of action, as well as create and manage 
various databases from conducted research or documentation; 
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▪ Assisting in the development of evidence-based public policies and 
understanding international cooperation, as well as contributing to 
the creation of an enabling environment for civil society 
development and networking with other organizations and regional 
cooperation; 

▪ Organizing and delivering training, courses, seminars, workshops, 
roundtables and other forms of instruction, as well as campaigns, 
promotions and other forms of action. 

5. PROGRAM PRIORITIES 

1. To increase understanding and conceptualize how globalization 
affects North Macedonia's exchange patterns by measuring 
economic, political, and cultural exchange patterns between 
different actors, in the context of globalization. 

2. To increase understanding and conceptualize the development of 
the EU accession process through analysis of the real changes and 
the effect it has on the perception patterns of citizens of North 
Macedonia. 

3. To strengthen the capacities of civil society and institutions and other 
stakeholders on issues related to the European Union, public policies 
and public policy making, as well as advocacy, networking, strategic 
planning and organizational development. 

4. To contribute to regional cooperation and networking in the Western 
Balkans, as well as to participate in the debate on the future of Europe 
and generate ideas at the European level. 

5. To facilitate bilateral cooperation between civil societies in North 
Macedonia and Greece and increase understanding of stereotypes 
by measuring perception trends, thereby effectively monitoring the 
implementation of the Prespa Agreement. 

 
The PRESPA Institute will implement the stated program priorities by 

undertaking the following activities: 

1. Measuring the economic, political and cultural patterns of exchange 
between different actors, thereby measuring presence as effective 
positioning, in absolute terms. 

2. Determining the amount of presence on the ground and its nature 
and establishing a solid basis for measuring how much that presence 
is being used to gain influence. 

3. Measuring perception trends and stereotypes in the context of 
globalization and establishing values of self-perception, external 
perception and internal perception. 
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4. Measuring economic and political changes, as well as functionality in 
the context of EU accession through quantitative and objective 
indicators. 

5. Determining the relationship between the changes that are taking 
place and the improvement of people's quality of life. 

6. Determining the difference that harmonization will make in terms of 
legal instruments and implementation, as well as assessing 
institutional capacity and financing through gap analyses. 

7. Measuring perception trends and stereotypes in the context of EU 
accession and regarding the strength of reforms and their impact on 
people's lives. 

8. Development of tools to support monitoring of the reform process 
and EU accession and enabling public participation in policy making 
and accession negotiations. 

9. Developing tools and training programs to support skills 
development and capacity building for Europeanization. 
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6. PROJECTS 

 
Project name EU Observatory 
Role Grantee 
Donor Open Society Foundation Macedonia 
Total amount of the action 698,373.00 MKD (12,105.00 USD) 
Date (from - to) June 2021  January 2022 
Description The " EU Observatory - Chapter 27 " project aims to 

contribute to the harmonization with the 
European Union's Green Agenda, as well as to the 
accession of North Macedonia to the European 
Union. 
The following short-term goals will be achieved 
through the activities within the project: 
- To map EU funds in the Green Agenda and 

Sustainable Connectivity cluster, especially 
in Chapter 27 - Environment and Climate 
Change, as well as funds from the EC 
Economic and Investment Plan presented in 
the Enlargement Strategy; 

- To bring the European Union Green Deal 
and the Green Agenda for the Western 
Balkans closer to the public, as well as to 
present the effect on policies and on 
accession to the European Union; 

- To determine methodological steps and 
make a list of documents and tools for 
monitoring harmonisation and the use of 
harmonisation funds in relation to the Green 
Agenda for the Western Balkans and Chapter 
27. 

 
 

Project name Observatory of the image and influence 
of countries 

Role Grantee 
Donor US Embassy 
Total amount of the action 1. 384. 386.00 MKD (23.995.00 USD) 
Date (from - to) October 2021-June 2022 
Description The project is financially supported within the 

framework of the  Grants for  
program and aims to contribute to the 
conceptualization of the processes of 
globalization and Europeanization, as well as to 
the understanding of foreign policy. Therefore, 
the International Presence Index is to analyze the 
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trends of presence, the rise or fall of certain 
countries and the greater or lesser importance of 
soft versus the other two forms of presence. The 
project assesses the foreign policy of those 
countries included in the calculation  the efforts 
and resources invested versus the results, the 
profile of the presence by sector, the relationship 
between presence and influence or the distance 
between objective presence and subjective 
perception. As a result, the index aims to be a tool 
for creating foreign policy. 

 
 

Project name Climate mainstreaming for a just 
transition 

Role Grantee 
Donor Open Society Foundation Macedonia 
Total amount of the action 1,800,000.00 MKD (30,000.00 USD) 
Date (from - to) June  September 2022 
Description The project "Climate Mainstreaming for a Just 

Transition" aims to contribute to the 
harmonization with the European Union's Green 
Agenda, as well as to the accession of North 
Macedonia to the European Union. 
In doing so, the project fulfils three short-term 
goals: 

- monitoring the proper financial 
management and implementation of 
green funds; 

- to make recommendations to improve 
the consistency of funding priorities and 
legal compliance; and 

- to improve North Macedonia's alignment 
with the Sustainable Development Goals. 
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7. EDITIONS AND PUBLICATIONS 

 

In its one-year operation, the PRESPA Institute has invested a lot of 
attention in providing quality publications and content on topics of interest to 
the citizens of the Republic of North Macedonia, which arise from projects or 
special research conducted by researchers in the Institute's team. Finally, the 
researchers of the PRESPA Institute also appear as authors of publications for 
other organizations. 

The following announcements were made in 2021: 

1. " Double Green Framework " briefing material for a better understanding 
of the Green Deal and the Green Agenda for the Western Balkans , available at: 
BriefingGreen ; 

2. " Chapter 27 ", a briefing material for better understanding and identifying the 
areas in Chapter 27 , available at: Briefing27  

3. " Economic and Investment Plan for the Western Balkans ", 
briefing material for a better understanding of the Economic and Investment Plan to 
support the Western Balkans and the implementation of the Green Agenda , 
available at: BriefingEIP  

4. " Instrument for Pre-Accession Assistance  IPA-3 ", briefing 
material for a better understanding of the instrument and the financial framework to 
support the accession of North Macedonia , available at: BriefingIPA-3 

5. " Double Transformation of North Macedonia ", a research report 
conducted within the framework of the project "EU Observatory - Chapter 27" , 
available at: DoubleTransformation 

 

  

http://www.prespa-institute.mk/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/Brif_Dvojnata-zelena-ramka_03.pdf
http://www.prespa-institute.mk/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/Brif_Zivotna-sredina-i-klimatski-promeni_03.pdf
http://www.prespa-institute.mk/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/Brif_EIP-za-Zapaden-Balkan_03.pdf
http://www.prespa-institute.mk/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/Brif_IPA3_03.pdf
http://www.prespa-institute.mk/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/Izvestaj-za-web-1.pdf
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8. PRESPA INSTITUTE IN THE MEDIA 

Since the publication of its first publication, the PRESPA Institute has been 
present in the media, with the aim of well informing the general public about the 
results of its research. 

In 2020, the PRESPA Institute was present in the media space through the 
following forms: 

Local 

Stojkovski: US and EU with different concepts for Western Balkans at Prespa Forum 
 

Radio MOF 

70% of Macedonian political TV discussions are "manelas" 
 

Free press 

Strengthened reforms are needed that will actually improve life 
 

24 News TV 

GEORGJIEV'S RESIGNATION FROM THE MIXED COMMISSION WILL INFLUENCE THE SITUATION 
THE PRESPAN FORUM SHOULD HAVE UNITED THE US AND THE EU TO SPEAK WITH ONE VOICE 

 

MKD MK 

Prespa Institute Research: Laws are good, but reforms are slow to be implemented 
 
  

https://lokalno.mk/stojkovski-sad-i-eu-so-razlichni-kontseptsii-za-zapaden-balkan-na-prespa-forum/
https://www.radiomof.mk/70-od-makedonskite-politichki-tv-diskusii-se-maneli/
https://www.slobodenpecat.mk/video-stojkovski-od-institut-prespa-potrebni-se-zasileni-reformi-koi-realno-ke-go-podobrat-zhivotot/
https://www.24.mk/details/stojkovski-za-studio-10-ostavkata-na-or-iev-od-meshovitata-komisija-kje-vlijae-na-situacijata
https://www.24.mk/details/stojkovski-za-tv-24-prespanskiot-forum-trebashe-da-gi-obedini-sad-i-eu-da-zboruvaat-vo-ist-glas
https://www.mkd.mk/makedonija/politika/istrazhuvanje-na-prespa-institutot-zakonite-se-dobri-ama-reformite-bavno-se
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9. ABOUT THE ORGANIZATION 

PPRESPA Institute has a two-tier governance structure consisting of the 
Assembly of the organization and the Board of Directors. 

According to Article 22 of the Law on Citizens' Associations and 
Foundations, and according to the Statute of the PRESPA Institute, the Assembly 
is composed of all members of the organization. The Assembly, within its 
competence, has the authority to adopt the statute, work program and other 
acts, elect bodies of the association, propose amendments and supplements to 
the Statute and Program of the institute, adopt the annual work report and 
financial report (final account), admit new members, status changes, elect the 
president of the organization and the Board of Directors, etc. 

The Board of Directors consists of 5 members, including the President of 
the Board, elected for a term of 3 years. The Board of Directors prepares the 
sessions of the Assembly, adopts the guidelines and the annual work plan, the 
annual financial plan, appoints the Executive Director, etc. 

1. BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Mitko SEVRIEVSKI is the President of the Board of Directors of the 
PRESPA Institute. He graduated from the European University in Skopje. 

Mitko is currently working as a project coordinator on a cross-border 
project with the Republic of Greece in the field of healthcare. He has almost 
fifteen years of work experience in office and project work, as a logistics and 
financial management manager for non-profit organizations. 

Mitko is one of the founders of the PRESPA Institute and a member of the 
Board of Directors since November 2019. In August 2020, he was re-elected as a 
member and President of the Board for the 2020-2023 term. 

 

Donna KOSTURANOVA is a member of the Board of Directors of the 
PRESPA Institute. She graduated from the School of Journalism and Public 
Relations in Skopje. 

Donna currently works as a Program Manager at the Westminster 
Foundation for Democracy. She has over ten years of professional experience in 
the civil society sector as an activist for youth inclusion and policies, 
democratization and the fight against corruption, as well as a member and 
activist of the Youth Education Forum. At MOF, she was the President of the 
organization for five years, and then from 2014 to 2018 as the Executive Director. 
As President of MOF, she co-founded Radio MOF. She is one of the founders of 
the National Youth Council of Macedonia, an umbrella organization of youth 
organizations in the country, and its first Vice President. Donna has worked on 
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several advocacy initiatives in the field of youth, education and civil society in the 
country, as well as the Berlin Process and the initiative for the establishment of 
the Regional Youth Office for the Western Balkans (RIKO). She is an alumna of the 
Euro
2018. 

Donna is a member of the Board of Directors for the 2020-2023 term. 

 

Toni MASEVSKI is a member of the Board of Directors of the PRESPA 
Institute. He graduated from the Faculty of Economics at the University of St. Cyril 
and Methodius, and received his master's degree from the Kotrulji Business 
School in Zagreb. 

Currently, Toni works as a business consultant and owner of the 
consulting firm "Tri Marks Control" from Skopje. Working in corporate banking, 
the private sector, as well as local government, he has acquired various skills and 
knowledge, and has built a twenty-year career. At the same time, Toni has 
twenty-five years of experience in the civil sector, starting with the National Union 
of Students, European House Skopje and Sports Center Skopje. 

Toni is one of the founders of the PRESPA Institute and a member of the 
Board of Directors since November 2019. In August 2020, he was re-elected as a 
member of the Board for the 2020-2023 term. 

 

Ida PROTUGER VELJKOVIC is a member of the Board of Directors of the 
PRESPA Institute. She graduated in psychology from the University of St. Cyril and 
Methodius in Skopje. 

Ida has a more than 20-year career in journalism, mainly in editorial 
positions in several electronic and print media. She began her career at the MIA 

She is also an active participant in civil society, with a commitment to the 
democratization of society and the promotion of human rights. She participated 
in the democratization process of the Association of Journalists and was the 
president of the Ethics Committee at the AJM. As a co-author, she participated in 
the publications "Black Monday" and "What is Gruevism". In 2015, she moved to 
Vienna, Austria, where she continued her education and now works as a certified 
trainer for personal development and systemic development of organizations 
and companies. 

Ida is a member of the Board of Directors for the 2020-2023 term. 

 

Vladimir MIRCHESKI is a member of the Board of Directors of the 
PRESPA Institute. He graduated from the Faculty of Law at the University of St. 
Cyril and Methodius in Skopje with a degree in journalism. 
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Vladimir has more than 20 years of journalistic career behind him. He 
started his profession in the written media in the mid-1990s, and after a short 
period he switched to television journalism. He was part of the teams of the 
foreign policy editorial departments in some of the most influential national 
television stations in the country. In the period 1998-1999 and then again from 
2002 to 2003 he was part of the A1 TV team. While, from 2000 to 2002 and again 
from 2003 to 2009 he was part of the Kanal 5 TV team. He spent four years (2009-
2013) as part of the TV Alfa team, and was also part of the Libertas portal for one 
year (2013-2014). 

Since 2014, he has been part of the show "360 Degrees" broadcast on TV 
Alsat, and since 2016, he has been a correspondent for the Voice of America in 
Macedonian. 

Vladimir is a member of the Board of Directors for the term 2020-2023. 

2. TEAM MEMBERS 

Andreja STOJKOVSKI is the Executive Director of the PRESPA Institute. 
He completed his undergraduate studies at the Faculty of Law of the University 
of St. Cyril and Methodius in Skopje, and as a scholarship holder of the Agency for 
International Cooperation and Development of the Kingdom of Spain, he 
obtained a Master's degree in European Union Law at the Carlos III University in 
Madrid. 

Andreja has twenty years of experience in institutions, as a national legal 
expert on several projects in the field of environmental protection, in higher 
education, as well as in the civil sector. After completing his studies, he started 
working in the Department for European Integration, at the General Secretariat 
of the Government, where he was in charge of the area of justice and internal 
affairs, and also worked on the harmonization of legislation and the preparation 
of the First National Program for Approximation of Legislation. From October 
2006 to August 2018, he was part of civil society, actively advocating for the 
Europeanization of society and accession to the European Union. He actively 
participated in several formal consultative processes of the European Union 
member states, as well as the European Commission. He coordinated the area of 
control over the police and security and (counter)intelligence agencies of the 
proposal for urgent reform priorities of the Blueprint Group, and was also elected 
as a constituent member of the Council for Cooperation with and Development 
of Civil Society of the Government of the Republic of North Macedonia. In the 
period from 2009 to 2015, he was an assistant professor and lecturer at the 
American College Skopje University, while during the explanatory screening 
period, he was part of the Negotiation Team for Accession to the European Union 
as the Deputy Chief Technical Negotiator. 

As part of civil society, he participated in several processes, and 
represented the country in research projects and conferences. 
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Andreja is one of the founders of the PRESPA Institute, and since 
December 2019 has been the executive director of the institute. 

 

Zorana ANTOVSKA is a research assistant and communications 
specialist at the Prespa Institute. She completed her undergraduate studies in 
Political Studies at the Justinian I Faculty of Law in Skopje, and enrolled in 
postgraduate studies at the same university. 

Jovana has been a member of the PRESPA Institute team since January 
2021. 

3. EXTERNAL COLLABORATORS 

is an external associate and senior researcher at the 
PRESPA Institute. She completed her undergraduate studies at the Faculty of Law 
at the University of St. Cyril and Methodius in Skopje, and then her master's 
studies in European Union law at the Institute of Europe at the University of 
Saarland. In 2012, she passed the bar exam. 

Diana has more than ten years of professional experience in the judiciary 
and the civil society sector, and has also gained significant research experience 
through participation in multiple projects in the areas of public administration 
reform, fundamental rights, and democratization. 

From November 2019 to August 2020, Diana was the Chair of the Board 
of Directors of the PRESPA Institute. 

Diana has been an external associate and senior researcher at the PRESPA 
Institute since August 2020. 

 

Goran LAZAROV is an external associate and senior researcher at the 
PRESPA Institute. He completed his undergraduate studies at the Faculty of Law 
of the University of St. Cyril and Methodius in Skopje, and enrolled in 
postgraduate studies in business law at the same university. 

Goran has seven years of work experience in project coordination and 
implementation. In his work, Goran has been particularly active in public opinion 
and social science research, as well as monitoring and evaluation of public 
policies and data analysis. 

Goran has been an external associate and senior researcher at the PRESPA 
Institute since April 2020. 

 

Martin NACEVSKI is an external research associate at the PRESPA 
Institute. He graduated from the FON University in Skopje, and then, as part of an 
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international double degree program at the Faculty of Law "Justinian I" at the 
University "Sts. Cyril and Methodius" in Skopje and the University of Strasbourg, 
he obtained a master's degree in intellectual property law. In 2020, he passed the 
bar exam. 

Martin is currently engaged in a project of the United Nations 
Development Programme and the Regional Cooperation Council, within the 
framework of the Berlin Process dedicated to Chapter 24  Freedom, Security and 
Justice. He has many years of professional experience from projects and research 
related to the implementation of European Union law in North Macedonia in the 
areas of social policy and employment, as well as justice and fundamental rights. 
For a period of one year, from October 2016, he completed a study-work stay at 
the European Union Intellectual Property Office (EUIPO) in Alicante, Spain. After 
its establishment, for a period of 10 months, starting in March 2019, he was 
engaged in the project unit in the Office of the Chief Technical Negotiator for 
Accession to the European Union. 

Martin is one of the founders of the PRESPA Institute, and was also elected 
as the first chairman of the Institute's Assembly. 

 

Leposava OGNJANOSKA is an external associate and senior researcher 
at the PRESPA Institute. She is a doctoral candidate at the Faculty of Law 
"Justinianus Primus" at the University "Sts. Cyril and Methodius" in Skopje, where 
she graduated, and in 2016 she defended her master's thesis on the topic of 
Chapter 23 and enlargement. 

Leposava has more than 6 years of professional work experience. She has 
worked on several international projects in think tanks related to democratic 
governance and the rule of law. In 2016, she was hired as a young researcher 
within the TRAIN program implemented by the German Council on Foreign 
Relations in Berlin. She has passed the bar exam, as well as significant experience 
in the field of justice gained in the public prosecutor's office in the country on 
cases of organized crime and high-level corruption. 

Her field of research interest is the deepening and spillover of the 
European integration process and the protection of the rule of law in that 
context, the judiciary as an area of Chapter 23 of the Union acquis, enlargement 
policy and especially the policy of conditionality, Europeanization and the 
transformative power of the Union. 

Leposava has been an external associate and senior researcher at the 
PRESPA Institute since December 2020. 

 

Ivana JORDANOVSKA is an external associate and senior researcher at 
the PRESPA Institute. She completed her graduate studies in political science with 
a specialization in transatlantic relations from the Institute of Political Sciences in 
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Paris (SciencesPo), and then obtained her master's degree in foreign relations 
from New York University, where she was a Fulbright scholar. 

Her professional experience includes work for the Westminster 
Foundation for Democracy and the OSCE Mission to Bosnia and Herzegovina, 
where she worked on the topics of parliamentary oversight and countering and 
preventing violent extremism. In the period 2017-2018, Ivana was an advisor on 
cooperation with international organizations to the Prime Minister of the 
Republic of North Macedonia. 

Her research interests include transatlantic relations, democratization, 
cooperation between authoritarian regimes, and gender equality. 

Ivana has been an external associate and senior researcher at the PRESPA 
Institute since December 2020. 

 

Ognen VANGELOV is an external associate and senior researcher at the 
PRESPA Institute. He completed his graduate studies at the Faculty of Philology 
at the University of St. Cyril and Methodius in Skopje, and his master's degree at 
the University of Denver in the USA, as a scholarship holder of the US government 
through the Ron Brown program. He received his doctorate at Queen's University 
in Canada in the field of political science as a scholarship holder of the Canadian 
government through the Ontario Trillium program and the Vanier program for 
graduate studies. 

He has about 15 years of work experience in education and scientific 
research, as well as experience from think-tank organizations. He has participated 
in several international scientific conferences and has published scientific papers 
in international scientific journals as well as in international journals for a wider 
professional audience such as ForeignAffairs. He currently teaches courses in the 
field of political science at the American College of Skopje, and is also part of 
several international research projects at the Center for Democracy and Diversity 
at Queen's University in Canada. 

His research interests are in the areas of comparative politics, 
democratization, and nationalism. 

Ognen has been an external associate and senior researcher at the 
PRESPA Institute since December 2020. 

 

Kristijan FIDANOVSKI is a visiting fellow and researcher at the PRESPA 
Institute. He is a PhD candidate in the field of social policy at the University of 
Oxford, where he is researching the discursive framing, financial scope and 
fertility effects of child benefits in some countries in the Balkans and Eastern 
Europe. In addition to his PhD studies, Kristijan also works as a part-time research 

European Union. 
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Born and raised in Skopje, Kristijan completed his undergraduate studies 
in political science and East European studies at University College London in 
2017, followed by his postgraduate studies in the same field at Georgetown 
University. Professionally, K
Initiatives in Skopje, interned at the American Bar Association in Washington, and 
taught as a visiting lecturer at the American College of Skopje. 

Kristijan has written in English for New Eastern Europe, Balkan Insight, 
Oxford Political Review, Quillette, The New Federalist, and The Vostokian, as well 
as in Macedonian for Respublika and Okno. In his media appearances, as well as 
in his activities through the diaspora network Forum for a Democratic Macedonia 
in Washington, D.C., Kristijan was a strong advocate for a resolution of the 
Macedonian-Greek name dispute in 2018. 

Christian has been an external associate and researcher at the PRESPA 
Institute since June 2021. 

 

Martin NAUNOV is a visiting fellow and researcher at the PRESPA 
Institute. He is a PhD candidate in political science at the University of North 
Carolina at Chapel Hill (UNC), specializing in comparative political psychology 
and quantitative methods. His research focuses on the psychological 
mechanisms that underpin illiberal attitudes and behaviors such as intolerance 
of people with different identities and opinions. Martin holds a BA in political 
science from Middlebury College (Vermont, USA) and a MA from UNC. 

Outside of academia, Martin has worked as a researcher for USAID and the 
Prague Institute for Security Studies. Martin has also served as a data analysis 
consultant to the Macedonian Minister of Foreign Affairs, a research assistant at 
Johns Hopkins  SAIS, and was a 2017-2018 First Amendment Fellow at Hearst 
Media Corporation in New York. 

Martin has been an external associate and researcher at the PRESPA 
Institute since December 2021. 

 

is an external associate and researcher at the 
PRESPA Institute. He graduated with highest honors in criminology from the 
Faculty of Security Studies  Skopje. He continued his master's studies in the 
United States at North Carolina State University, as a Fulbright Scholar, where he 
specialized in the field of international studies and the science and policy of 
nuclear non-proliferation. 

His expertise lies in government policy and regulation, international 
security and arms control; nuclear non-proliferation, Russian influence and proxy 
activities in the Balkans, and he has a nuanced understanding of the political and 
security circumstances in the Balkans. In 2020, the NATO Liaison Office in Skopje 
awarded him a Certificate of Appreciation for his contribution to the integration 
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of the Republic of North Macedonia into NATO, including a certificate of 
appreciation and a NATO plaque for the contribution of the Infocentre. 

Elmas has interned at the Duke Center for International Development 
(DCID) at Duke University and the OINS Nonproliferation Workshop at Oak Ridge 
National Laboratory in Tennessee, United States. He is a member of the George 
C. Marshall Alumni Network, the Fulbright Alumni Network, and the European 
Democracy Youth Network (EDYN). 

Elmas has been an external associate and researcher at the PRESPA 
Institute since December 2021. 
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4. FINANCIAL OVERVIEW 

The final account submitted to the Public Revenue Office in accordance 
with the Law on Accounting of Non-Profit Organizations (Official Gazette of the 
Republic of Macedonia 24/2003) is an integral part of this annual report. 
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